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or dethe of the said Sebastian, or for desevering of the said v shipps by nyght or by day, by force of tempestes or otherwyse, one from an other owt of syght, for than it shuld be gretely to dowte wheder ever thes v shipps shuld mete ayen in company or nay, for the said Sebastian cannot be but in one ship, than the other iiijor shipps & men standes in grete perell, for lak of connyng maryners in knowlege of thoos parties, and to ordre & guyd them; and soo the vitaylles and mennys wages shalbe spent in vayn, and they glad to retorn homeward w4 small comforte, for it is said among maryners in old proverbe: he salys not surely that salys by an other mannys compas.
Also we say that it is not possible that the said v shippes, besides there Balast, may receyve the vitaylles to suffice so many men for one hole yere, soo that we think verely that in this adventour can be percevyed any advauntage or profeit to growe unto any man, but rather losse and damage, besides the gretest joperdy of all, whiche is mennys lyves.
Than aftir that this our Aunswere and the Aunswers of x other crafts were debated & resoned among them all at Saynt Thomas of Akers, they aggreed to send furth the Governour and iiijor Wardens of divers misters unto my lord Cardynall w* this commyssion folowing:
Here aftir foloweth the Articles that the commissioners sent to my lord Cardynall from the Wardens of xj companys to be spoken in the behalf of the said Wardens.
ffyrst the foresaid Wardens sayen that there companys be wyllyng to accomplish^ the kinges desire and pleasur in furnysshing of ij shippys accordingly, and they suppos to furnyssh the thryd, soo that one may bere w1 an other indifferently of xj ffelishippes assembled w* the Aldermen of the same, And also uppon certayn articles to them to be graunted by the kinges highnes & his honorable Gouncell.
And the said wardens desyre to have longer respyte for a full aunswere therein to be yeven.
The said commissioners brought aunswere fro my lord Cardynall that the king wold have the premisses to goo furth and to take effect. And there uppon my lord the maire was send for to speke w* the king for the sam matier, so that his grace wold have no nay there in, but spak sharpely to the maire to see it putt in execucion to the best of his power.
ffor the same purpose the xxvj day of Marche my lord the Maire com-maunded the hole company of all this fraternite to assemble bifore hym at the Drapers hall, where was w* grete labour & deligence & many divers warnynges, graunted first & last ijc marces, presentyd by a byll to the maire, the ixth day of Aprill in this maner: